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SUBJECT: SIR ALBERT MARGAI ENTERS THE PICTURE? 

REF: A. STATE 29544 B. FREETOWN 530 

1 . PER REFTEL A, MR. ANSUMANA J. KAIKAI OF KEENE STATE 
COLLEGE. KEENE, N.H., CALLED ON THE SIERRA LEONE DESK 
OFFICER ON FEBRUARY 1 1 ON BEHALF OF SIR ALBERT MARGAI, EX- 
PRIME MINISTER OF SIERRA LEONE. ALTHOUGH HE MADE APPOINT- 
MENT ON BASIS OF HAVING LETTER TO DELIVER, IN FACT KAIKAI 
HAD NONE. 

2. HE MADE HIS POINTS ORALLY AS FOLLOWS: MARGAI, WHO LIVES 
IN LONDON. HAS BEEN FOLLOWING EVENTS IN SIERRA LEONE WITH 
GREAT CONCERN FOR PAST TWO WEEKS. SIR ALBERT HAD DECIDED 
MANY YEARS AGO AGAINST RETURNING TO SIERRA LEONEAN 
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POLITICS, BUT WITH THE OBVIOUS DISSATISFACTION WITH STEVENS 
WHICH HAS NOW SURFACED IN ALL FACTIONS OF SOCIETY, HE WAS 
RECONSIDERING. BEFORE DECIDING TO RETURN, HOWEVER, HE 
WOULD LIKE TO HAVE THE "BLESSINGS" OF THE UNITED STATES. 

SIR ALBERT HAS ALWAYS BEEN A GOOD FRIEND OF THE UNITED 
STATES AND IN NONE OF HIS TROUBLES DURING THE 60'S DID 
HE HOLD THE U.S. RESPONSIBLE. SPEAKING FOR HIMSELF, 
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KAIKAI STATED THAT WITH THE RETURN OF SIR ALBERT AND HIS 

SUPPORTERS THE U.S. COULD BE ASSURED OF MORE FAVORABLE 
ECONOMIC AND OTHER RELATIONSHIPS WITH SIERRA LEONE. 

3. IN RESPONSE, KAIKAI WAS INFORMED THAT THE U.S. WAS 
FOLLOWING EVENTS IN SIERRA LEONE WITH INTEREST. WHILE 
WE SYMPATHIZED WITH ITS PRESENT FINANCIAL DIFFICULTIES 
AND WERE WILLING TO ASSIST THE COUNTRY IF POSSIBLE, 

WE COULD IN NO WAY TAKE ANY ACTIONS WHICH COULD 
LEAD TO OUR INVOLVEMENT IN SIERRA LEONE S INTERNAL 
AFFAIRS. THE PRESENT DIFFICULTIES WERE A MATTER WHICH 
MUST BE RESOLVED BY THE PEOPLE OF SIERRA LEONE THEM 
SELVES. 

4. KAIKAI ACCEPTED THIS LINE OF REASONING AND PROMISED 
TO REPORT IT TO SIR ALBERT. HE STATED SIR ALBERT 
HIMSELF WAS READY TO PLEAD HIS CASE, AND SAID THAT THE 
DEPARTMENT COULD EXPECT A MESSAGE FROM SIR ALBERT IN THE 
NEXT FEW DAYS. 

5. IN ADDITION TO SPEAKING ON MARGAI'S BEHALF, KAIKAI 
SPOKE FOR 10-15 MINUTES ON BEHALF OF SIERRA LEONEAN 
STUDENTS FACING DEPORTATION FROM THE U.S. HE PRESENTED 
THE DESK WITH A HAND WRITTEN SHEET OF PAPER DESCRIBING 
FOUR CASES INVOLVING SIX SIERRA LEONEANS (TWO CASES WERE 
HUSBAND-WIFE) IN PHILADELPHIA, SOME OF WHOM WERE FACING 
DEPORTATION AT THE END OF THIS MONTH. KAIKAI ASKED FOR 
SPECIAL CONSIDERATION FOR THEM AND FOR HIMSELF. THOSE 
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BEING DEPORTED MAY NOT FACE ARREST, BUT THEY WOULD 
RECEIVE HARRASSMENT IF THEY WERE TO RETURN TO SIERRA 
LEONE. THEY DID NOT WISH TO BECOME AMERICANS; ONLY TO 
REMAIN IN THE U.S. UNTIL A CHANGE OF GOVERNMENT TOOK 
PLACE WHICH WOULD NOT BE ANTITHETICAL TO THEIR BELIEFS. 

AS FOR HIMSELF, HE WAS A STUDENT SIMPLY BECAUSE THAT WAS 
THE ONLY WAY HE COULD LEAVE SIERRA LEONE FOR THE U.S. 

IF HE WERE DEPORTED BEFORE THE PRESENT ADMINISTRATION 
WERE DEPOSED, HE WOULD TAKE UP ACTIVE RESISTANCE TO THE 
GOVERNMENT IN SIERRA LEONE. 

6. COMMENT: KAIKATS CONNECTIONS ITH SIR ALBERT MAY 

BE VERY TENUOUS, AND IT IS POSSIBLE HE USED MARGAI'S NAME 
AS AN ENTREE TO PLEAD HIS CASE AND THAT OF HIS FRIENDS. 

AS PROOF OF HIS MISSION KAIKAI UNSOLICITED WROTE DOWN 
SIR ALBERT’S ADDRESS AS 8 HORNSEY RISE GARDENS, LONDON, 

N 19, AND HIS TELEPHONE AS 272-9761, AND CLAIMED THAT IF 

IT WERE NECESSARY WE COULD TELEPHONE THAT MOMENT AND TALK 

TO SIR ALBERT. 
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7. RE PARA 5 REFTEL B, KAIKAI MADE NO REFERENCE TO 

POLITICAL ISSUES IN THE HINTERLANDS OR FOREIGN MINISTER 
MIN AH. 

VANCE 

CONFIDENTIAL 

NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PERSONAL OPINION, POLITICAL SITUATION 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 11 -Feb-1 977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977STATE032213 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: EESVENDSEN:GC 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770050-0370 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770248/aaaabqis.tel 

Line Count: 124 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 48166ec7-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ORIGIN AF 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 STATE 29544 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 09-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3337168 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SIR ALBERT MARGAI ENTERS THE PICTURE? 

TAGS: PORS, SL, US, (MARGAI, ALBERT SIR) 

To: FREETOWN 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/48166ec7-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



